Book Reviews

Read the book reviews. Match the book review (A-C) with the sentences (1-6). Each book
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A. Paul Gaugin: A complete life. This new biography, based on original * 1 point
research and extensive travel by the author, tries to find the truth about the
eccentric painter and sculptor Paul Gaugin. Many myths have grown up

around Gaugin's life story, and the writer of this book attempts to clear them

up. he examines the artist's unusual childhood, which was spent partly in

France and partly in Peru. He also closely examines the unhappy time that

Gaugin spent as a businessman, and why he left France for a new life on

the Pacific islands. The writer paints a colourful picture of this complicated

man, who created some of the most famous works of 19th century art.

O 1. the author discusses works of art that can no longer be seen

2. the author tries to correct some untrue ideas about its subject
3. the author enables readers to develop their own creativity

4. the author gives information about less well-known works of art

5. the author suggests unusual places to find things for use in art

O O O O O

6. the author creates an interesting picture of an artist
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B. Images from the underworld. While the cave paintings found in Europe  * 1 point
are very well-known to the general public through books and articles, the

cave paintings of Guatemala are hardly known at all. This book tries to

correct that by taking us inside the deep caves where the ancient Mayan

people recorded their lives, traditions and beliefs. The book helps us

understand these ancient people, and also illustrates and analyses many

unique works, some of which have since been destroyed by vandals. Not

many of us can travel to see these amazing paintings, but reading this book

gives us a good idea of what they are like.

O 1. the author discusses works of art that can no longer be seen

2. the author tries to correct some untrue ideas about its subject
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4. the author gives information about less well-known works of art
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6. the author creates an interesting picture of an artist

Bb. Images from the underworld. While the cave paintings found in Europe * 1 point
are very well-known to the general public through books and articles, the

cave paintings of Guatemala are hardly known at all. This book tries to

correct that by taking us inside the deep caves where the ancient Mayan

people recorded their lives, traditions and beliefs. The book helps us

understand these ancient people, and also illustrates and analyses many

unique works, some of which have since been destroyed by vandals. Not

many of us can travel to see these amazing paintings, but reading this book

gives us a good idea of what they are like.

O 1. the author discusses works of art that can no longer be seen

2. the author tries to correct some untrue ideas about its subject
3. the author enables readers to develop their own creativity

4. the author gives information about less well-known works of art
5. the author suggests unusual places to find things for use in art

6. the author creates an interesting picture of an artist
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C. Artful collage from found objects. Many craft books today are published * 1 point
to promote products that you can buy from a shop and put together with a

little effort or creativity. This book goes back to the basics, guiding the

reader through the process of creating art by using objects that you can

find in your home, or in the natural environment. The book covers all the

basic techniques of collage - the art of sticking things onto a picture

surface. It then goes on to suggest themes, the best materials to use, and

how to preserve and display your finished projects.
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2. the author tries to correct some untrue ideas about its subject
3. the author enables readers to develop their own creativity

4. the author gives information about less well-known works of art

5. the author suggests unusual places to find things for use in art

O O O OO0

6. the author creates an interesting picture of an artist
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