Ukraine’s choice :
European integration 

/Level – intermediate/
Prepared by the teacher 
                                                                                  Tamara Budnyk

                                                                                     Zboriv gymnasium

                                                                                Ternopil region
2007
The subject. Presentation of the project Ukraine’s choice: European integration.

The objectives: - to develop cooperation between the pupils;

                         - to bridge the gap between language study and language use,                                                      
                           developing language skills;

                         - to deepen, gain and share pupils’ knowledge about the European                 
                           Union, its functions and beneficial consequences for Ukraine that     
                           should result from the membership of Ukraine in the EU. 
Aids/materials    
the map of Europe, national symbols of the European Union’s     members, charts, a booklet, a report, a photo exhibition, multimedia presentation of the members of the EU.

The stages of the lesson                   
Ι Introduction 
    Teacher: Hello, dear friends! I’m very happy to see you here at our presentation lesson, but it’s not even a lesson. I think it’s something more important. I’d rather  call it the creative laboratory. Because today you’ll show your skills and abilities in making projects. The topic of our presentation lesson is “Ukraine’s choice: European integration”. There are two project groups,  guests and the jury, they include our gymnasium English teachers. Before you start presenting your projects remember your project assessment points. 
Let’s remind them:

1. Completion 


2. Information Usefulness
                                    3. Presentation product

4. Language skills

5. Communicative skills
(The pupils explain the meaning of these words)
II Revision of the main steps of project work
 
    Teacher: At the beginning of your presentation let’s revise steps of project work 
P1 (pointing to the chart “Project steps”). There were following steps of our project work.
1. Classroom planning

2. Carrying out the project

3. Reviewing and monitoring the work                    
T. Would you explain us your choice of the topic? Why have you chosen it?

P2 While choosing first of all ideas, we took into consideration the practical objective of our project.

On the 16th of November 2006 “Euroclub” started its work at our gymnasium. It’s the first in our region. All the pupils of our class wanted to be its members. The main purpose of this club is to collect, to systematize and popularize the information about European Union among young people and the population of our region.
P3 That’s why we decided to collect such information and get to know more about the EU using different sources of information. We are sure, our collective project work will help us to deepen our knowledge and we’ll be able to inform the members of our club and other young people about Ukraine’s Choice to European integration. As you know, this question is very disputable nowadays but nevertheless, more and more people in Ukraine realize beneficial results for our state after its membership in the EU.
P4 Our class was divided into 2 project groups and we started to plan our work. Each member of the group got the task. We decided to use different sources of information including reference books, newspapers and magazines, internet-resources and people. At the beginning we interviewed the pupils of our gymnasium to have a real picture of our information. We asked our teachers and leaders of the Club for help.
P5 Later, after our researching work we started preparing project products. Each group reported to the leaders of the groups on how their project was progressing. And the leaders informed the teacher. No doubt, our teacher helped us to analyze necessary material, gave advice as for different sources of information and making project product.

Finally, the groups decided how to present their results. The main aim of our project is to deepen our knowledge and to widen pupils’ outlook about EU and Ukrainian integration.
P6 Our group decided to make a booklet with short but concrete information about the Action Plan Ukraine – European Union. We regard that such product will be useful for our pupils in preparation for tests, exams and forming of their outlook.
P7 Our group prepared a project with a wider volume of information about the EU. Collecting it, we first of all, have enriched our vocabulary and we hope it will be helpful for school leavers and other pupils who will continue our work. 
P8 We are going to organize gymnasium conference and represent our projects there and we hope it will help younger pupils to take part in international projects. Besides, we want to invite the pupils of neighbouring schools and our college to participate in our conference. 
II Presentation.
Teacher Thank you very much for your information and now let’s start your presentation. Group number1 you are welcome.

Leader of the first group: As you can see, we’ve made a report “Ukraine’s choice: European integration”.

First of all we’d like to draw your attention to such issues as:

1. Europe is our home.

2. From the history of the EU.

3. The European Union, its institutions, members and symbols.

4. Relations between Ukraine and the European Union.

5. Advantages for Ukrainian integration into the European Union.

P1 (Second group) Sorry to interrupt you, but would you like to mention not only advantages but also disadvantages of our integration into the EU.

Leader (the first group) Well, it goes without saying but if you don’t mind, we’ll leave questions till the end.

P1 (second group) Ok. Let it be.

Leader (the first group) Let’s turn out attention to the first point of our project. We are at the map of Europe. As you know, Europe is one of the sixth continents, which lies to the north of the Mediterranean Sea and goes to the east as far as the Ural Mountains in Russia. When Americans speak of Europe they usually mean both: Britain and the continent. Europe is completely situated in the Northern Hemisphere.  It’s not so big as Asia, isn’t so compact as Australia and less exotic than Africa. But as a rule, Europe is considered to be the model, which the rest parts of the world are compared with. Western Europe is the home for 42 countries. Among them there are such big ones as Sweden, Finland, Germany, France and Spain. But Ukraine takes the first place being larger than any country in Western Europe. Europeans speak different languages but the majority of the population belongs to the Indo-European language. According to UNESCO Ukrainian occupies 22 place among the world languages and the second place among the Slav languages after Russian. Moreover, Ukraine has good geographical and geopolitical position. Powerful highways, oil and gas pipelines pass across its territory from Asia to Europe. It’s rich in mineral raw materials and soil resources.

  As we can notice, all these facts testify that Europe is our home and we should keep it clean, safe and peaceful. 

   I have a reason to believe that I've just convinced you that Europe is our home. And now let's move on to the second point of our project. Let N. Rumiana continue our presentation, as it’s a point about history and she is keen on this subject very much. 

 Pupil 1(1st group) I’d like to mention that at the beginning of our discussion we didn’t plan to include the question connected with history of the EU. But once during the English lesson our teacher conducted a quiz on EU history. There were 12 questions in it and it wasn’t easy for us to answer them. So we decided to give at least short information on history of the European Union. Look at this photo. You can see a father of Europe Mr. Robert Schumann. The idea of European integration was first proposed by him on 9th of May in 1950. And this date, the birthday of EU, is celebrated annually as Europe Day.

   The historical roots of the European Union lie in the Second World War. A number of European leaders became convinced that the only way to secure a lasting peace between their countries was to unite them economically and politically. So, in 1950 the French Foreign Minister Robert Schumann proposed integrating the coal and steel industries of Western Europe. As a result, in 1951 the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) was set up with six members: Belgium, West Germany, Luxembourg, France, Italy and the Netherlands.

  This community was such a success that in a few years six countries decided to go further. Unfortunately, I haven’t much time for my information and I hope you’ll find it in our brochure, but summing it up I’d like to say that EU became larger and nowadays there are 27 members there (a pupils names the countries ). 

   Leader Well, I see you are keen on the subject and I hope after reading your information in our project, pupils will be able to ask you some question. 

    Pupil 1(group 2) What sources of information did you use in your project work?
    Personally I looked through a great number of literary material and Internet resources. 

   Leader Now Let's focus on the definition of EU, its institutions, members and symbols. Who wants to dwell on the topic? 

Pupil 2 (group 1) The European Union (EU) is a family of democratic European countries, common to working together for peace and prosperity. It’s more than any other international organization. Its Member States have set up common institutions to which they delegate some of their sovereignty so that decisions can be made democratically at European level. This pooling of sovereignty is also called “European integration”. 
As you know there are 5 EU institutions, each playing a specific role: 
1. European Parliament. 
2. Council of the European Union. 
3. European Commission. 
4. Court of Justice. 
5. European Central Bank. 
Speaking about EU Parliament I’d like to mention that it consists of 624 members who are elected by the people of the Member states. Parliamentary elections are held every five years. 
The main functions of the Parliament are: 
–to make new laws; 
–to check how the EU laws work; 
–to give advice on how EU money is used. 
Council of the European Union represents the governments of the Member States. 
European Commission is an executive body of EU. It represents the EU on the world stage. 
Everyday work of the Commission is done by 24.000 servants. 
The European Court of Justice ensures EU laws. It also settles legal disputes between member states, EU institutions, businesses and individuals. 
European Central Bank is responsible for monetary policy and it also looks after the economy of the EU. 
To sum it up I’d like to emphasize that the rule of law is fundamental to the EU. And all EU decisions are based on the Treaties which are agreed by all the EU countries. 
P2. (group2) It would be interesting for us to know about the main centres of these institutions. Could you mention them? 
P2. (group 1) Of Course! Sure! 
The monthly plenary meetings of the EU Parliament are held in Strasbourg (France), some meetings are held in Brussels (Belgium) and Luxembourg. 
The home of European Commission is Brussels too. 
P3 (group l) I’d like to tell you about EU’s symbols. 
First of all it’s the European flag. Look at it. There are 12 stars on the dark-blue background. 
The circle of gold stars represents solidarity and harmony between the peoples of Europe. 
P3 (group2) How would you explain the numbers of the stars?
As we have heard, there were only 6 original members of the EU.

P 3(group1) You are quite right. The number of stars has nothing to do with the number of states. The number 12 is traditionally the symbol of perfection, completeness and unity. The circle is a symbol of unity too. So the European flag was born, representing the ideal of unity among the peoples of Europe. By the way, it was adapted as the official emblem of EU in 1985.

Listen to this melody, please. The melody comes from the Ninth Symphony by Ludwig Van Beethoven. He composed it in 1823. Beethoven set to music the „Ode to Joy“written in 1785 by Friedrich von Chiller. In 1985, it was adapted as the official anthem of the EU. Without words, in the universal language of music, this anthem expresses the ideal of freedom, peace and solidarity for which Europe stands.

And one more fact, a symbolic date, it is Europe Day. This date is considered to be the beginning of the creation of the EU, because as you have heard on 9-th of May 1950, Robert Schumann presented his proposal on the creation of a united Europe.

Today, the 9-th of May has a European symbol (Europe Day) which along with the single currency (the Euro) the flag and the anthem, identifies the political entity of the European Union.

Leader: Thanks for your information. I hope it will be useful for our pupils. And now let’s be closer to our topic and pay attention to relations between Ukraine and the European Union.

P4. I’d like to make you clear about them. May be you have heard, that relations between Ukraine and the EU were established in December 1991, when EU officially recognized the independence of Ukraine.

The Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between Ukraine an the EU (PCA) signed on 16 June 1994 constitutes the legal base of the EU- Ukraine relations and establishes cooperation on a wide range of political, trade, economic and humanitarian issues.

At present there are 7 priorities of the EU- Ukraine cooperation:
       – energy
                          –trade and investments

                          –justice and home affairs

                          –environment
                          –transport

–trans-border cooperation

–collaboration in the sphere of science technology and outer space

The EU- Ukraine dialogue is carried out through annual meetings of the EU- Ukraine Summit and the EU and Ukraine hold more than 80 different official meetings and consultations at high and expert levels. By the way, the European integration is a key priority of Ukraine’s foreign policy. The EU also recognizes an important role of Ukraine in providing security and stability on the continent. The practice of inviting Ukraine to military training with the participation of the EU units is a clear example of that. Ukraine and the EU actively cooperate in the frame-work of the Working Party on Ukraine’s accession to the World Trade Organization. The EU-Ukraine cooperation in the sphere of outer space is also promising. It’s a pity I’m short of time but I’ve gathered a lot of material on this issue and hope it will be interesting for you to read it in our project report. Making my telling short, I’d like to stress that today Ukraine sees its main task in consolidation of the European values and standards in political, economy and social sphere, regarding it as a pledge of its public stability and fruitful development.
Pupil 3(group 2). I share your opinion but could you mention what is done to improve visa regime between Ukraine and EU members.

Pupil 4(group 1). No doubt, the work in this direction in particular includes: perspective introduction of long-term multiply visas for the citizens of Ukraine who take part in economic, cultural and sports exchanges with the EU on a permanent basis; simplification of visa regime for citizens of Ukraine – border areas inhabitants and in future facilitation of visa regime for all categories of the Ukrainians.

Leader: OK. To my mind our friend could give you some piece of information on the topic and I’m sure you’ll find more about relation between Ukraine and EU in our final report presented there. The last point of our presentation will be devoted to the advantages for Ukrainian integration into the European Union. Please, you are welcome.

Pupil 5. After analyzing different sources of information, I mean newspapers, magazines, Internet resources I came to the conclusion that beneficial consequences for Ukraine would be: economic, social, political and safety-related. I’d like to draw your attention, first of all, to economic consequences.

Many specialists prove that admission into the EU would both increase the volume of exports from Ukraine to other countries and encourage investment of foreign capital into the Ukrainian economy. The advantages would be: the appearance of new markets, demonopolisation, greater economic efficiency and an increase in the supply of goods and services to Ukrainian citizens.
          Let’s look at social consequence. To my mind, the EU can help ensure the stability of the institutions that vouch for democracy, the supremacy of law, the protection of human rights and respect for national minorities. And the growth of economy will contribute to the social stability of the country.

          P6 (group.1) I’d like to speak on political advantages after Ukraine’s integration to the EU. 

          First of all, membership in the EU means representation in the EU’s institutions. This   participation will give Ukraine the opportunity to influence the decisions made within the EU. The integration of Ukraine in the EU would increase Ukraine’s foreign policy potential and would help to balance the influence of neighbouring countries in the region. As for safety- related advantages, I’d like to mention that safety of its citizens in the most important benefits of the EU. Furthermore, membership also contributes to internal safety, since a growing economy tends to reduce social tensions and strengthen democracy. Moreover, the participation in the legal institutions of the EU will make more fruitful the battle against such international problems as illegal migration, organized crime and terrorism.
           Leader: Thanks a lot for your interesting information. As far as I remember, at the beginning of our discussion there was a question about possible disadvantages for Ukraine after its integration to EU. Would you tell us about them?   

P5 Well, it goes without saying that there will be some disadvantages. First of all, they may be connected with economy. Our economy isn’t competitive properly at the world market. And our export industrial production needs more quality. That’s why the level of unemployment may be high and prices will increase faster than salaries and wages.

P4 I’d like to add, may be, more serious problem. Today more and more-people are afraid of losing national identity, their language, customs and traditions.

Nowadays we are witnesses of degradation of human values in most European countries. And this tendency continues to grow. No doubt, Ukrainians will face these problems very soon. But on the other hand, our power is in unity and together, I hope, we’ll overcome all difficulties.

Leader: (group2) That concludes our report. Thank you for your attention. Besides, you can find more information on the report in our folder as well as the list of useful links in the Net.

Teacher: Let’s invite our second group to present their project.
Leader (group2): Our group wants to present you our short but concrete  project “The Action Plan Ukraine – European Union” in a form of booklet. We’d like to tell your about Euroclub which started its work at our gymnasium. We also try to show you some problems which Ukraine should solve on the way to EU and Ukraine’s prospects to European integration.

To begin with I’d like to draw you attention to the activity of Euro club that was founded at our gymnasium on November 16,2006. A few words about its background. Firstly, the public organization Eurodialogue invited us to take part in the contest connected with European education. We won the project European choice of Ukraine. As a result of it, Euroclub was created at our gymnasium.
P1. (group2): The main aim of our club is to collect and popularize information about EU among young people of our town. We want to make our community more active in social life of our town. We’d like to establish partnership with young people of European countries. But we should have basic knowledge about European institutions, its principles and values. We plan to organize different meetings, conferences and contests in order to inform and deepen pupil’s knowledge about the EU.
P2. (group2): We are going to organize Europe Day in our town on the 9th of May. All our actions will be concentrated on forming of an active personality who can respect human values, customs and traditions of other peoples. Our task is to help to understand young people that we belong to European community and should influence the policy and life of our town and our country. Everything is in our hands.      

Leader: Let’s invite next pupil to speak about common requirements to membership in  the European Union.  
P3. (group2): I hope it will be useful for you to hear about common requirements to membership in EU. No doubt that all Ukraine’s actions are carried out according to these principles. First of all it’s European location of a state. Next, each member state should observe democratic principles. The third factor, it’s effective and competitive market economy. One more important principle is to execute legal direction as for human rights, democratic political and constitutional system. 

P2 (group1): I’d like to know if EU member state must observe the duties that members of EU have. 

P3 (group1): It goes without saying. It’s one of the main principles of the Union.

Leader:  Let’s move to the third question of our project. What are Ukraine’s prospects to European integration?
P4 (group2): I’d like to mention that Ukraine’s accession to EU needs long and fruitful cooperation with EU and we have to do a lot on our way to this integration. As I read, Ukraine should overcome 3 main stages. The first stage deals with such main questions as:  - high level socio-economic development;

· accession to the World Trade Organization (By the way our leaders say hat we have a chance to be accessed there in the second hall of this year). 
We have to improve our legislative base and change our political system. The second step requires getting status of a country-candidate to the members of EU.

No doubt, it needs further improvement of economic, social and legal reforms.

We should bring up new generation of Europeans. 

The third step means:

· Accession to EU  

· Complete liberalization of trade with EU members

· Coming into educational and scientific space of Europe and realization of economic, social and currency-financial policy together with EU. 

P5 (group2): I’m going to tell you about problems that Ukraine has to solve on the way to European integration. The main of them are:

· market reforms and creation of informative economy and informative society;

· improvement of taxable system;

· creation all possibilities for development of small and middle business 

· administrative reform.

To my mind the last two principles are the most important. It's increase of living standards and welfare of  the population, and upbringing of young people on the  principles of new European vision of the world.

Leader: Thanks a lot for your information. To sum it up I’d like to add

                   that during our project work we came to such conclusion: 

                   we, young generation of Ukrainians, are for integration of Ukraine to

                   Europe, but we should become strong economical and political partners.

                   We understand  that it's our turn to solve a lot of problems, that's why

                   we are to be good specialists in future. All these reforms need highly-

                   qualified and talented people.     
IV Assessment and analyzing the results. 
   T: Thank you very much for your creative work. I’d like to say that you’ve done a lot. You’ve gathered a great amount of interesting information. It seems to me the information you’ve collected, corresponds with the topic and the aim of your project. Your presentation product is worth seeing, especially presentation of the EU’s members, its symbols. I regard you’ve managed to achieve the aim of your project work completely.  No doubt you tried to show your language and communicative skills. And in some way you’ve got some positive marks. But on the other hand your language skills desire to be better, especially pronunciation and grammar. It was obviously clear some of you are lack of proper lexical units and your vocabulary isn’t so rich. And one more thing, you looked a bit frightened, may be because of so many guests in our class. And your communicative skills sounded a bit artificial. As far as I know you can communicate better. 
Nevertheless, I hope such cooperative work helped you to bridge the gap between language study and language use and you could see the result of your collective work, and what is more important you can feel a practical point of your work. 
And now I’d like to hear your opinion. Was it interesting for you to work together? 
P1 As for me, it’s interesting to work in groups. Projects develop cooperation between 
the pupils. 
P2 Working over the project I’ve extended my knowledge, I tried to use a lot of different information and moreover choose the most important. 
P3 I think such work gives everyone in the class a chance to contribute. 
P4 To my mind it was great because our teacher didn’t stifle our creativity and didn’t 
correct our mistakes. And I wasn’t so much afraid of making mistakes. 
P5 I regard it gave us more confidence, I saw my results and I’ve enriched my outlook and my knowledge. 
P6 To tell the truth, I was afraid at the beginning, especially during the conducting of 
a survey, but later it was interesting for me to analyze the results. 
P7 For me it was a good practice in main language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
P8 It seems to me we’ve managed to achieve the aim of our project work. 

