Subject: Visions of the future

Objectives: 

· to learn new vocabulary;

· to review grammar material: the use of may, might, could, will for prediction; first conditional;
· to improve pupils’ listening, reading and speaking skills;

· to develop a creative way of thinking; pupils’ informational and communicative competencies.

Equipments: Power Point presentations, text-books “Solutions”, cards for group work.

Procedure:

I. Introduction.    2 min.
T.: Good morning, dear pupils!  I am glad to see you healthy and in a good mood. I am sure you are very interested in what we are going to talk about today. 
         Have you noticed how our lives are changing? Ten years ago we did not have mobile phones. We also did not have computers. They had both been invented, yes, but most people in Ukraine did not own either. Now, each of you has a mobile phone. Each of you also owns a computer, and maybe even a laptop. Such technological advances have been made in the last 10 years that it’s astounding to think what the future will hold. What will life be like 10 years from now? 50 years?  Some science fiction novels and films portray life in the future as involving robots, time machines and traveling to other planets. Certainly, the advances in technology from 50 years ago until now have been so immense that it is easy to believe the future may hold possibilities seen in science fiction films. But can we believe these mystical visions of the future? 

II.         Lead-in.    3 min.
   T.: Look at this slide, please. (slide 2)

- What can you see?
- Do you know the names of these films? (The Matrix, The Fifth Element, Robocop, Star Trek, Men in Black, Independence Day.)
- What aspects of life in the future do these films show? (journeys into space and time, aliens, technological progress, robots and different climates, etc.)

- Will life in the future really be like this?

- What do you think is  most likely to come true?

III.           Main part

1. Announcement of the theme and objectives of the lesson.      2 min.
T.: As you have already understood, today we are going to speak about visions of the future.

During this lesson you have to:

· learn new vocabulary;

· review grammar material: the use of may, might, could, will for prediction; first conditional;

· improve your listening, reading and speaking skills;

· develop a creative way of thinking; 
· improve your informational and communicative competencies.

By the end of the lesson you will be able to:

· discuss predictions;
· make predictions about the future;

· agree or disagree with  opinions;

· use may, might, could, will and conditional sentences. (slide 3)
2. Listening the dialogue.      10 min.
a) Pre-listening activity

Practicing new vocabulary: (slide 4)
global warming - a general increase in world temperatures caused by increased amounts of           carbon dioxide around the Earth.
carbon emission - the act of sending out carbon, associated with car and factory pollution.
drought /draʊt/- a long period of dry weather when there is not enough water for plants and animals to  live.
flood /flʌd/- a very large amount of water that covers an area that is usually dry.
famine /ˈfamɪn/ - a situation in which a large number of people have little or no food for a long time and many people die.
meteorite /ˈmiːtɪərʌɪt/ - a piece of rock or metal from space that has landed on Earth.
b) While listening 

T.: You’ll listen to two young people making predictions about the future of the planet.
Listen and then tell me who is more optimistic: Martin or Bryony? What problems do they discuss?

(Appendix 1)
c) Post-listening activity

T.: Listen again. Complete Martin and Bryony’s predictions using the correct forms of the verbs in the box. Remember the grammatical formation of a first conditional and the words of predicting. (Who can remember the structure of a conditional sentence?)

	become     change      destroy        find       have     hit       live     program      not reduce   use 


1. If we ____________carbon emissions, the world’s climate______________.
2. If petrol ___________ very expensive, people___________ their cars less.

3. If we ____________ robots to do a lot of menial jobs, everybody ____________ more time for hobbies and relaxation.

4. If scientists ___________ cures for all major diseases, people ____________ much longer.

5. If huge meteorite ________ the earth, it _____________ everything.

(Appendix 2)
3. Reading the article “Fifty Years On” (Ex. 3, p.48)         12 min.
a) Pre-reading 

T.: Let’s read experts’ predictions about the world in 50 years’ time. You’ll see the opinions of people of different professions. Then you’ll answer the questions.

b) While- reading activity           
c) Post-reading activities

T.: Take the question from the basket and answer it. Try to answer the questions quickly.
- Who hopes that people will go and live on another planet, in case there’s a terrible disaster on Earth?

- How will computers help people from different countries to understand each other?

-  What will happen to people according to Francis Collins’ prediction?
- Who thinks that the coldest place on Earth might one day have the best climate for humans?

- What does the biologist predict about the human body in the future?

- How will we be able to find information in the future?
Speaking. (Ex. 6, p.49)

In your opinion, which expert’s prediction is:

1. the most optimistic? Give reasons.

2. the most pessimistic? Give reasons.
3. the most interesting? Give reasons.
4. the most likely to come true? Give reasons.
4. Group work. Debates.         13 min.
T.: We have just spoken about the role of  computers in the future, but you can’t imagine your life without computers even today!

- What does computer mean for you? Tell me in one word or phrase.

- How are computers good for society?

- In what ways can they be bad?

We’re going to answer these questions using the pupils’ presentations, who had an individual home task. 
a) Pupils’ presentations “Advantages and disadvantages of computers”

b) T.: Now, let’s try to discuss such a question 

“If computers become more intelligent than humans,……..”
We’ll do it in a debate. We have two groups. Imagine, that you are optimists, and you are pessimists. The task is to show the opinions of each group regarding the question.

Don’t forget to use expressions, that are usual for debates:

I think that’s true./ I don’t think that’s true.

I agree / don’t agree with (you / him / that opinion).

I believe / don’t believe that’s right.                                (slide 5)
IV. Lesson outcome       3 min.
1. Summing-up

· What have you learned today? 

· What can you do now?

2. Evaluation. Home task

T.:  Your task is to write an essay on the topic “Fifty years from now, life will be much easier and healthier for ordinary people than it is today”.

 Do you agree or disagree with the statement? Give reasons. 
Appendix 1
Bryony  Hi, Martin. Are you OK? You look worried.
Martin   I’ve been reading an article about the future of our planet.
Bryony   Oh. What did it say?
Martin   It just made lots of predictions about global warming, the environment, stuff like that.

Bryony   Oh, right.

Martin    If we don’t reduce carbon emission, the world’s climate will change. And the result of      that will be terrible – droughts and famine, floods. And it could all happen in the next 50 years!

Bryony   Well, maybe people will reduce carbon emissions. If petrol becomes very expensive, people may use their cars less. That will help.
Martin    Yes, I suppose so. But it might be too late already.

Bryony   You’re so negative! What about all the exciting things that might happen in the future? Life could be great. If we program robots to do a lot of menial jobs, everybody will have more time for hobbies and relaxation. And everybody will be healthier too.

Martin   Really? Why do you think that?

Bryony   If scientists find cures for all major diseases, people will live much longer. Maybe 120 will be a normal age.

Martin   Great! A world full of old people.
Bryony   Well, I want to live to be 100 even if you don’t. I think the world will be a great place by then.

Martin    If it still exists.

Bryony   What do you mean?

Martin    There are millions of  meteorites in the solar system. If a huge meteorite hits the earth, it could destroy everything.

Appendix 2

1. If we don’t reduce   carbon emissions, the world’s climate will change.

2. If petrol becomes very expensive, people may use their cars less.

3. If we program robots to do a lot of menial jobs, everybody will have more time for hobbies and relaxation.

4. If scientists find cures for all major diseases, people will live much longer.

5. If huge meteorite hits the earth, it could destroy everything.

