Luidmyla NYCHKO, 

a  teacher of English, school 3,

Ternopil

Objectives:

· To extend students’ knowledge about the author of the book Mark Twain;

· To develop students’ skill in speaking and dramatizing;

· To expand students’ vocabulary;

· To evolve their ability of using Past Simple of the irregular verbs.

Home –reading

The Book “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” by Mark Twain.

Stage 1. Oxford Bookworms Library Classics.
Procedure

I. Introduction

T: Today we are going to have an unusual lesson because we are finishing to read one of the best books in the world literature ”The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” by Mark Twain. First of all we’ll speak about the author of the book Mark Twain, in fact. 

T: What was Mark Twain’s real name and when and where was he born?

P1: Mark Twain’s real name was Samuel Clemens. He was born in Florida, a town in Missouri, USA, in 1835.

T: Where did the name ‘Mark Twain’ come from?

P2: The name ‘Mark Twain’ came from his life on the Mississippi. The river – pilots called out words like these to the captain of the boat, and ‘mark twain’ meant that there were two fathoms of water (about four metres) under the boat.

T: When did he start to write books?

P3: He started to write books of stories in 1867 and became famous for making people laugh. 

T: What were his most famous books? 

P4: “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer”( 1876) and “ Huckleberry Finn” ( 1884) are his two most famous books.

T: What else do you know about Mark Twain’s life?

P5: Mark Twain wrote many books. Some of them were important, some not so important, and travelled to many English-speaking countries, talking about his work. Many of the people and places in these stories are from the years when Mark Twain was a boy in Hannibal, which is the town of St Petersburg in this story. Sadly, he had money problems, and his wife and two of his three daughters died before him, so his life was difficult and unhappy when he was older. Mark Twain died in 1910.

T: What does Tom Sawyer like best of all?

P6: Most of all Tom Sawyer likes adventures. When other people are sleeping in their beds, Tom Sawyer is climbing out of his bedroom window to meet his friends. He and Joe Harper and Huckleberry Finn have an exciting life. They look for ghosts, they dig for treasure, and they take a boat down the Mississippi to Jackson’s Island – to swim, and fish, and sleep under the stars.

T: What can you say about his adventures?

P7: Tom’s adventures are dangerous, too. One night in the graveyard he and Huck Finn see there men. Who are they? And what are they doing in the graveyard, in the middle of the night? Then the boys see that one of the men is Injun Joe who frightens them.

T: Why are Tom and Huck afraid of Injun Joe?

P8: Tom and Joe Huck are afraid of Injun Joe and they are right to be afraid, because Injun Joe is very quick with his knife.

II. 1. Reading Chapter 6 “Under the Cross”.

2. Translating separate paragraphs.

3. Relating the chapter.    

1. Glossary

Cross – mark like 

Dangerous – smth can hurt or kill you

Climb – to go up and down, using your hands feet

Treasure – money, gold, silver etc.

Whiskey – a strong alcoholic drink

The day after Injun Joe’s funeral, Huck was out of bed. He and Tom walked slowly out of the village. They had a good, long talk, and Huck heard all about the picnic, the cave, and Injun Joe. 

‘ We’re never going to find the money now,’ said Huck.

‘Huck,’ said Tom. ‘The money isn’t in St Petersburg. It’s in the cave  - I know it is! Why was Injun Joe in the cave? Because he took the box of money there! Right?’

Huck looked excited. ‘ Say that again, Tom!’

‘The money’s in the cave! And we can get to it easily. Let’s go there now! I’ve got some candles and a long string. We can take a boat and put it back later.’

Twenty minutes later the boys were in a boat on the Mississippi. They went eight miles down the river, and then Tom stopped by some small trees.

‘Here we are!’ he said.

Tom’s hole was just behind the trees. Tom took a candle and climbed in. Huck climbed in after him. 

‘Injun Joe never found this hole,’ said Tom. ‘Or he did find it and couldn’t get through it. It’s very small.’

The boys went carefully through the tunnels with their string. Then Tom stopped.

‘I saw Injun Joe about there,’ he said. ‘And look, Huck – there’s the cross!’

There was a big smoke cross on the tunnel wall. The boys looked up and down the tunnel, but there was no box of money.

‘Injun Joe said under the cross,’ daid Tom. ‘Perhaps it’s under the ground. Look, we can move these stones,’

The boys took their knives and began to dig by the tunnel wall. Very soon, they found a second, smaller tunnel under the wall. They climbed down into it, and came into a small room. There was a bed, two whiskey bottles, some old dishes, some old shoes – and the box of money.

2. Insert Past Simple irregular forms:

to be - 
      to take
-                to find  - 

                    to come -

to have -
      can -

       do
-



to put -

to hear -
     to get
-
       to see -

to say
 -
     to go
-
       to begin -

III. Listening:

When somebody finds treasure, everybody hears about it very quickly. The two boys carried the box through the village. And when they got to Aunt Polly’s house, half the village was with them. Everybody went into the house. 

‘Oh Tom, Tom!’ cried Aunt Polly. ‘What is it now? And what have you got there?’

Tom put the box on the table and opened it.

There were twelve thousand dollars in that box. And suddenly, Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn were the richest people in St Petersburg.

1. Post – listening tasks:

b) Give the summary of the information you’ve heard.

c) Imagine you are the inhabitants of St Petersburg. Express your own ideas about the money found.

IV. Dramatizing (the best pages from the book):

Episode I: TOM SAWYER AND AUNT POLLY.

Aunt Polly: Tom! Tom! Where are you? ( No answer.) Where is that boy? When I find him, I’m going to …? Tom! (She heard something behind her.) Ah, there you are! And what’s that in your pocket?

Tom: Nothing, Aunt Polly.

Aunt Polly: Nothing! It’s an apple! I can see it. Now listen, Tom. Those apples are not for you, and I –

Tom: Oh, Aunt Polly! Quick – look behind you! ( She looks behind her. Tom runs away. Aunt Polly stands surprised for a moment, then she breaks into a laugh).

Aunt Polly: I never learn. I love that Tom, my dead sister’s child, but he isn’t an easy boy for an old lady. Well, it’s Saturday tomorrow ans there’s no school, but it isn’t going to be a holiday for Tom. Oh no! He’s going to work tomorrow!

Episode 2. “TOM SAWYER WHITEWASHES THE FENCE”.

 Story –teller: Saturday was a beautiful day. It was summer and the sun was hot and there were flowers in all the gardens. It was a day for everybody to be happy. Tom came out of his house with a brush and a big pot of white paint in his hand. He looked at the fence; it was three metres high and thirty metres long. He put his brush in the paint and painted some of the fence. He did it again. Then he stopped and looked at the fence, put down his brush and sat down. There were hours of work in front of him and he was the unhappiest boy in the village.

After ten minutes Tom had an idea, a wonderful idea. He took up the brush again and began to work. He saw his friend Joe Harper in the street, but he didn’t look at him. Joe had an apple in his hand. He came up to Tom and looked at the fence.

Aunt Polly: Tom, go and whitewash the fence.

Tom: Oh, Auntie I can’t. I’ll do it…tomorrow.

Aunt Polly: Whitewash the fence, I say ( Goes away.)

Story –teller: Tom begins whitewashing the fence. Ben appears. He has an apple in his hand. 

Ben: What are you doing?

Tom: I am whitewashing the fence.

Ben: Do you want to say you like it?

Tom: Of course, I do. Does a boy whitewash a fence every day?

Story –teller: Tom goes whitewashing. He does not look at Ben.

Ben: Tom, let me whitewash a little!

Tom: No, I can’t. Jim wanted to do it, but Aunt Polly did not let him. 

Ben: Tom, do let me. I’ll give you my apple. 

Tom: All right. ( Takes the apple, sits down and begins to eat it.)

Story –teller: Ben is whitewashing the fence. Billy appears.

Billy: Hello! What are you doing here?

Ben: Tom and I are whitewashing the fence.

Billy: You don’t think it is interesting, do you?

Ben: We do. Jim wanted to do it, but Aunt Polly didn’t let him. 

Billy: Let me whitewash a little!

Ben: No, I won’t! ( They begin fighting.)

Tom: Stop that! Now it’s your turn to whitewash, Billy… . Now it’s your turn to whitewash, Ben… .

Aunt Polly: ( appearing): Oh, it’s all done! You are a good boy, Tom. You can work when you want to. Now you may go and play.

Tom: Hurrah! Let’s run to the river!

All the boys: Hurrah! (Run away.)

Episode 3: TOM DOESN’T WANT TO GO TO SCHOOL.

Story-teller: Tom and Sid are in their beds. It is morning and time to get up. Tom doesn’t want to go to school. He wants to be ill. Then he could stay at home.

Tom ( sitting): I don’t want to go to school. What can I do to stay at home? Oh! My tooth is loose. That’s wonderful!… No, it won’t do. Aunt Polly will pull it out. … Oh, what a wonderful idea came to me! ( He lies back and begins to cry. But Sid is sleeping. Tom cries louder): Sid! Sid! 

Sid( opens his eyes): What has happened, Tom?

Story-teller: Tom doesn’t answer. He continues crying. Sid sits up and lookes at Tom.

Sid: Tom! Say, Tom! What has happened to you?

Story-teller: He gets up and comes up to Tom. Tom continues crying.

Tom: Oh, Sid! I am dying. I am not angry with you.

Sid: Oh, Tom, you are not dying! Don’t!

Tom: I am not angry with Aunt Polly. Tell her so. And, Sid, give my cat with one eye to the new girl at school and tell her…

Story-teller: Sid takes his clothes and runs out of the room.

Sid ( shouting): Oh, Aunt Polly, come! Tom is dying!

Aunt Polly: Dying!

Sid: Yes, come quickly!

Aunt Polly: Don’t say so! ( She runs in and comes quickly up to Tom’s bed.) You, Tom, what has happened to you, my boy?

Tom: Oh! Auntie, look at my right hand! It is red and hot. 

Aunt Polly: ( seeing that his hand is not red and hot): Oh, Tom, stop that nonsense and get up!

Tom: But, Auntie, it is so hot, that I’ve forgotten about my tooth.

Aunt Polly: Your tooth? And what has happened to your tooth?

Tom: It’s loose.

Aunt Polly: Open your mouth. Well, you are right. Your tooth is loose. Sid, bring me some thread.

Tom: Oh, please, dear Auntie, don’t pull it out. It’s all right now.

Story-teller: Sid brings the thread. Aunt Polly ties one end of the thread to Tom’s tooth and the other to the bed. Then she suddenly claps her hands before Tom’s face. Tom falls back. You can see the tooth hanging on the thread.

Tom: Oh, Oh! ( He covers his mouth with his hands.) Oh! My tooth was all right. But I didn’t want to go to school.

Aunt Polly: Oh, Tom, so all this is because you don’t want to go to school. You want to go fishing. Tom, Tom, I love you so dearly, and you… Now get up quickly and get ready to go to school!

V. Summing up the lesson. 

1. Why do you like the book ”The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” by Mark Twain?

2.  What are your favourite extracts in the book?

Student’s samples: 1. I like Tom Sawyer because he is like me: I don’t want to get up early and go to school. I’m very adventurous too and I’m full of ideas like Tom.

2. To my mind the episode when Tom meets a beautiful girl Beck Thatcher and falls in love with her is the best. Tom saves Becky’s life when they get lost in the cave. 

3. As for me I like Tom, too, though he is lazy and adventurous, he is very kind and always ready to help the others.

