Subject. Play "Snow Queen"
Objectives. 
Practical: - to present basic information about Christmas traditions  in the UK;

                - to widen students’ knowledge on the topic;
Developing: - to develop students’ speaking skills;

                     - to develop learners’ creative imagination and drama skills;

 Upbringing: - to teach students to respect their native and other countries’ traditions and   

                       customs. 

Equipment and visual aids. 

                             - a video-projector and a board ; 

                             - a tape-recorder;

                             - a laptop.  

                                                                 Plan

I. The beginning of the party (3 min)

    1. From the history of a holiday (3 min) 

II. The main part of the party (36 min)

    1.  Play 1  (8min)   

    2.  Play 2 (21 min)
    3. Song with Father Christmas (7 min)
III. The end of the party (1 min) 

    1. Summary (1 min)
                                                               Procedure
1. The beginning of the party                                                        
Compere 1. From home to home, 

                     And heart to heart, 

                     From one place to another.

The warmth and joy of Christmas,

Brings us closer to each other. 

Merry Christmas! 

On  December 25th English people celebrate Christmas.

Compere 2.  It’s a great holiday for many people in different countries. On this day they wish each other to be happy, healthy and wealthy.

Compere 1.  Some weeks before Christmas English people are busy. They send greeting cards to all their relatives and friends. You can buy Christmas cards or you can make them. Many children make their cards at school.

Compere 2.  People buy a Christmas tree and decorate it with toys, coloured balls and little coloured lights. 
Compere 1. On Christmas Eve people put their presents under the tree. When children go to bed, they put their stockings near their beds. 

Compere 2.  At night Father Christmas comes. He has got a big bag of presents for children. He puts the presents in the children’s stockings and makes them believe in the fairy-tale.  

Comperes. So, you are welcome to our fairy-tale kingdom. 
II. The main part of the party 
1. Play #1

(Song «When Christmas is near». Mother with two sons and one little daughter is on the stage. They are decorating the Christmas Tree). 
Jane. I enjoy the Christmas season very much. 

Bill. So do I .
Sam. (comes in) Oh, how beautiful the Christmas tree is. 

Father. You have decorated it fantastically. I brought you some new toys. 

Jane. Dad, today we have seen “The Snow Queen” by Hans Christian Andersen . 

Mother. I like it too. It teaches us to be kind and helpful. 

Sam. Daddy, will Santa Claus bring us presents? 

Father. Well, the spirit of Christmas comes to the houses with Santa Claus. 

Mother. He drives his sleigh over the rooftops and slides down the chimneys to fill the children’s stockings… 

Father. … but only if… 

Bill. … only what? 

Father. Only if they are good little children. 

Jane. And if not? 

Mother. He leaves a piece of coal. 

Jane. And what about me? Have I been good? 

Father. Yes, you’re all good, kids. 

Jane. So, I’ll hang my stocking over the fireplace. (comes to the fireplace and hangs her stocking.) 

Mother. I’m sure your brothers may leave their stockings out for Santa to fill with presents, too. (Boys come to the fireplace and hang their stocking.)  

Father. (gets up) Well, dear children, you know Santa comes only if you’re asleep. And it’s time to go to bed. Mom will  read you  the fairy-tale “The Snow Queen” and I’ll sing you a carol “Silent Night”. 

Bill. But before that may I put some cookies out for Santa? 

Father. Do, please. 

(Children put candies under the Christmas Tree). 

Father: Mother: Good night, kids. 

Children. Good night, dad 

Good night, mom. 

(Parents kiss their children, put presents under the Christmas Tree and leave the stage). 
Silent night

 Silent night, holy night 

 All is calm, all is bright 

 Round your Virgin mother and child 

 Holy infant so tender and mild 

 Sleep in heavenly peace sleep in heavenly peace 

 Silent night, holy night 

 Shepherds quake at the sight 

 Glories stream from heaven after 

 Heavenly host sing Alleluia 

2. Play #2 
The Snow Queen

Characters: 

Storyteller                                          Raven
Snow                                                  Prince
Kay                                                    Princess
Gerda                                                 Robber-mother
Granny                                               Robber-daughter
Robbers
Scene 1

SCENERY: A room in a poor but tidy house. There are many roses in it. 
Storyteller. Winter…Christmas…New Year…Presents and carols…Snow is falling down. It is warm and snowy. Listen, someone is singing “Jingle, bells” – the oldest and best-known carol. But silence. Someone’s coming.
Gerda. Hello, boys and girls! This is my brother. We live here, in this little house with our Granny. My name is Gerda.
Kay. And my name is Kay.

Gerda. What's it?

Kay. The stairs are creaking.

Gerda. Oh, yes! They are creaking.

Kay. Here is our Granny. Why is she knocking? Keep quite! Let's frighten her.

Gerda. All right!

(The children are running around the room trying to hide. A man enters).
Kay. Bow-wow-wow!

Gerda. Miaow-miaow!

Man. What's going on in this house? Why are you shouting? You silly children! 

Gerda. We are very sorry! We thought you were our Granny.

(Granny enters)

Kay. Granny!

Gerda. Our Granny!

Granny. My dear children!

Man. Good evening, ma'am!

Granny. Good evening, sir! What can I do for you? Who are you?

Man. I'm the King's Counsellor! I want to buy the roses.

Granny. Do you like flowers?

Man. No, I hate them.

Granny. Why do you want to buy them then?

Man. I buy rarities. In winter flowers are rare! Here are ten pounds for your roses.

Granny. I am not going to sell the roses. We like them very much.

Gerda. Yes, we love them.

Man. Thirty pounds:

Granny. No!

Man. Fifty:

Granny. No!

Man. I'm the King's Counselor! I'm very rich! I sell ice. I know the Snow Queen! I can buy anything!

Granny. They are not for sale.

Man. You are a crazy old woman!

Kay. Don't shout at our Granny! She is so kind!

Man. Well, I'm leaving! I'll take revenge! I'll tell the Snow Queen about you!

Kay. What an angry man!

Gerda. Granny, who is the Snow Queen?

(The sounds of mysterious music)

Granny. The Snow Queen lives in the North! She is very beautiful but very cruel!

(The sounds of the blizzard)

(The Snow Queen appears)

The Snow Queen. Have you seen the Mystic Queen

Riding in her limousine

Over hills and dales till morning.

If you like I'll take you there

Find some colours you can wear.

Colours that you've only seen while sleeping.

Kay. Oh! Who are you?

S.Q.: I am the Snow Queen. Good evening!

Granny. Good evening! Sit down, please!

S.Q.: No! It is very hot for me! You are very nice but old and poor. And you have two children. And I am very rich but alone. So, I'll take this boy from you!

Kay. What? Granny! I don't want to go with her!

Gerda. Granny! Don't give Kay to her!

S.Q.: Kay! You'll be my son! You will live in the beautiful palace!

Kay. I don't want!

(The Snow Queen touches Kay with her magic wand. The frightful music sounds.)

Kay. Ha-ha-ha! How fat and funny you are!

Gerda. What's the matter? 

Granny. I don't recognize you!

Kay. I don't want to live in this poor house! I am leaving. Goodbye! 

(He runs out)
Scene 2

Gerda. I am very tired! I have been looking for Kay for so long! But I must go on and find  

            my brother!

(Gerda sings a sad song.)

Raven. Caw! Caw! Caw! Good morning, young lady!

Gerda. Good morning!

Raven. Where are you going, young lady?

Gerda. I am looking for my brother Kay.

Raven. Caw! Caw! Caw!  It's the name of our prince! Go with me and you'll see your  

             brother!
Gerda. Oh, thank you very much.

(In the palace. Prince and princess are dancing.)

Prince. Stop dancing, Elsa! I'm tired of that . Let's play a game.

Princess. Let's play hide-and-seek!

Prince. OK. You hide and I'll count to twenty!

(Princess is running around the room. She sees Gerda and shrieks)

Princess. Who is there?

Prince. Is it a rat?

Princess. It's a girl and a raven-guard.

Prince. What are you doing here, young lady? Why are you crying?

Gerda. I am Gerda. I'm crying because you are not my brother. He was carried by the Snow Queen! I thought he was here!

Prince. Don't cry! We'll help you! Where are you going?

Gerda. I'm going to the North. I must find the Snow Queen!

Princess. It's a long way!

Prince. We'll give you a carriage!

Princess. And I'll give you a coat, a muff and boots. Give my clothes to Gerda!

(Servants come and bring the clothes.)

Gerda. Thank you very much!
Scene 3
Storyteller. Everything is all right! Gerda is going in the carriage. The poor boy will be saved. Quite! What's there? Robbers!

(The robbers appear on the stage and perform the robbers' dance.)

(A camp of robbers in the forest. An old woman is near the fire. The robbers have brought Gerda.)
Robber 1. Look what we've got!

Robber 2. Here is a gold carriage!

Robber 1. And this is the girl from the carriage!

Old Woman Robber. How nice she is! I think she will be very tasty!

Gerda. Don't kill me, please! Let me go!

Robber 2. What a silly girl! Ha-ha-ha!

Robber 1. You'll be killed!

Gerda. Dear robbers! Please let me go! Kay will die without me!

Old Woman Robber.  I'm going to eat you!

Little Robber Girl.  Don't touch her! She will be mine! She will play with me! Give me your muff and your hat! What's your name?

Gerda. I'm Gerda. You can take my clothes but I'll be cold when I get to the Snow Queen.

Little Girl Robber. No! You won't go there! You will live with me! Look what I've got! Come, come here quickly!

(The Reindeer appears)

Little Girl Robber. Gerda, look how funny he is!

(She touches the reindeer with a knife.)

Gerda. Don't do it, please!

Little Robber Girl. Why? I like the way it trembles all over.

Gerda. May I ask him a question?

Little Robber Girl. Yes, you may.

Gerda. Tell me, deer! Did you live in the North?

Reindeer. Oh, yes!

Gerda. Have you ever seen the Snow Queen?

Reindeer. Yes, I have. Once she passed me! She had a little boy with her! He was white with cold. She called him Kay.

Gerda. He has seen her. He is my brother. Dear girl! Let me go! I must save Kay! He will die in the North.

Reindeer. Do let her go! I'll take Gerda to the Snow Queen's Kingdom.

Little Girl Robber. All right! There is nothing to be done. I won't give you your muff! I like it. Kiss me.

Gerda. Thank you, girl!

Reindeer. Thank you!

Little Robber Girl. Good luck, Gerda!

Gerda. Goodbye! Goodbye!
Scene 4

Storyteller. Oh, how sad I am! Poor Gerda! She is riding on the Reindeer. Help her to save Kay!

Gerda: Is this the kingdom of the Snow Queen?

Reindeer. Yes, it is. I can't go farther. You must remember, the Snow Queen is very cruel and it is very difficult to get into her palace!

Gerda. I must go there! Thank you, my dear friend!

(In the palace: Kay is on the icy throne.)

Gerda. Kay, Kay! Are you frozen? Answer me!

Kay. Hush, Gerda! You are bothering me!

Gerda. Dear Kay! It's me, Gerda! You didn't even say to me: "Glad to see you!"

Kay. Glad to see you.

Gerda. You sound so cold. Are you really my brother?

Kay. I am really Kay. I am very busy. I must make the word out of icicles.
Gerda. Kay, let's go home. It's spring there. The sky is blue, the sun is shining, the birds are singing.

(She weeps and embraces Kay.)
Kay. I am cold, Gerda. Is it you? What's the matter? I can walk!

Gerda. Let's go! We will get home.
Scene 5
SCENERY: An ice hall in Snow Queen’s palace. The Queen sits on her throne and Kay plays with ice.


Snow Queen. Would you like some more ice-cream? You can have as much as you wish.

Kay. No, thanks. I don’t want any.

Snow Queen. Would you like to get a pair of new skates or maybe you prefer watching the magic mirror? There you will see the secrets of the world.
Kay. What’s the use of them if you can’t be happy.
Snow Queen. If you are sad, we’ll play an ice ball, or let’s invite snowstorms. (claps her hands, two girls – snowstorms dance)
Kay. Boring!

Snow Queen. (sees Gerda) Who let you in?

Gerda. Good afternoon, madam! Our granny taught us to be polite. Haven’t you  forgotten our granny, Kay?

Kay. Our granny? Who are you, girl?
Gerda. I’m Gerda. I have been looking for you everywhere and you are here, in the palace of Snow Queen. Let’s go home!

Snow Queen. Kay enjoys the beauty of my country. He is staying here. He won’t waste his time on you. But you, girl, go away!

Gerda. Let me kiss him, saying good-bye. (kisses him) Do you remember the blue sky and the bright sun? It’s summer now. The birds are singing and there are a lot of flowers in our garden. Don’t you miss them?

Kay. I miss flowers and the bright sun. I want to go home with you.

Snow Queen. Wait! You will be a prince! You’ll get everything you want!

Kay. But my only wish is to get home. How cold is here. Kiss me once more, Gerda. I’ll get warm.

The End

3. Song with Father Christmas 

Compere 1. A holiday is hardly possible without Father Christmas.

Compere 2. You know, Father Christmas comes at night and brings presents… But                        

                     listen. Somebody is knocking at the door.

(Father Christmas and Snow-Maiden come in).
Father Christmas. We wish you a Merry Christmas.
Snow-Maiden. Presents we bring for each and all:
                                Big children, little ones, short and tall.

                                Each one from us a treasure may win,

                                So open your doors and let us in.

Father Christmas.  Some shall have silver and some shall have gold,

                                 Some shall have new clothes and some shall have old,

                                 Some shall have brass and some shall have tin,

                                 Some shall have water and some shall have pin. 

Snow-Maiden. Some shall have water and some shall, have milk,

                          Some shall have satin and some shall have silk.

                          But each of you a present may win.

                          So open your door and let us in.

Children. Come in, come in.

Father Christmas. We’ll give you presents, all of you.

(Father Christmas and the Snow-Maiden give presents to the pupils, teachers and guests.)

Father Christmas.     A Merry Christmas for me,
                                    A Merry Christmas for you,

                                    A Merry Christmas for everyone,
                                    That’s what I wish – I do.

(Children sing a song)

 1.  We wish you a Merry Christmas,

      We wish you a Merry Christmas,

      We wish you a Merry Christmas,

      And a Happy New Year.

2.  Let’s all do a little clapping

     Let’s all do a little clapping

     Let’s all do a little clapping

     And spread Christmas cheer.

     We wish you a Merry Christmas,

     We wish you a Merry Christmas,

     We wish you a Merry Christmas,

     And a Happy New Year.

3.  Let’s all do a little jumping

     Let’s all do a little jumping

     Let’s all do a little jumping

     And spread Christmas cheer.

     We wish you a Merry Christmas,

     We wish you a Merry Christmas,

     We wish you a Merry Christmas,

     And a Merry New Year.
III. The end of the party

             Compere. Our party is over. We are grateful to for coming. Thank you for your attention.    

                               Merry Christmas!  
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