The Subject.  Thanksgiving Day                                                                      

The Objectives. 

       Practical: - to present  results of the project work;              

                       - to develop speaking skills while performing plays;                                

                       - to practise speaking in dialogues, reciting poems;                                                

     Developing: - to develop students’ creativeness, curiosity, leadership;                             

     Upbringing: - to   form the desire to learn English language.                                                     

                         - to extend students’ knowledge about the country and its holidays
Equipment and visual aids. 

                             - a map of the USA;

                             - a video-projector ; 

                             - presentations “ The First Thanksgiving”, “ Thank You, God”
                             - holiday decorations and attributes;
                             - costumes according to students’ images.

                                          Lesson Plan


I. Introduction (5min)
    1. Greeting (1 min)                                                                                           

    2. Warming-up (4 min)

II. The main part of the lesson (31min)
    1. Aim presentation (3 min)

    2. Play “The First Thanksgiving” (10min)
    3. Poems about Thanksgiving (2min) 

    4. Play “The Meal Must Go On!” (11min)
    5. Thanksgiving Day Tree (3min)

    6. Song “ What are you thankful for?” (2min)     
III. The end of the lesson (4min)
     1. Home task (1min)
     2. Evaluation (1min)

     3. Summing up (2 min)

                                                    Procedure                                                                             

I. Introduction                                                                                                                                     1. Greeting  (1 min)  
T.: Good afternoon, dear boys and girls! Nice to see you.                                                                     Ps.: Good afternoon teacher! Nice to see you too.  

T.: Take your seats. Well, as for me I feel wonderful today. What about you Nick? How are you?                                                                                                                               P1: Very well, thank you.                                                                                                               P2: Great, thanks. 

P3: I feel blue today. 

2. Warming-up (4min)
T.: Children, do you like holidays?

      What holiday have you recently celebrated? 

       Do you know what the word “holiday” means?

       What is the word “holiday” synonymous with in the USA?

       What American holidays do you know? Tell about them. 

P1: On the third Monday in February Americans celebrate Presidents Day. This

holiday honours two of the greatest presidents George Washington, the first president, and Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president.
P2: Easter is celebrated on a Sunday in April or May. On Easter Sunday children wake up to find out that the Easter Bunny has left them a basket of candies.
P3: Americans celebrate Valentine's Day on February 14. It is a holiday of love and friendship.
P4: On July 4 all Americans celebrate Independence Day because on July 4. 1776 — American founding fathers declared that the United States would be free and independent from England.
P5: Halloween's one of the best holidays for children. American children celebrate Halloween on October 31. Children wear masks and colourful costumes. The children walk from door to door in the neighbourhood and shout “Trick or treat”.

P6: Americans celebrate Christmas on December 25. Christmas is a religious

holiday and
one of the happiest holidays of the year because on that day Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.
II. The main part of the lesson

1. Aim presentation (3min)
T.: Today we are celebrating a special holiday in the life of all Americans. It’s Thanksgiving Day! Like many holidays, it is connected with traditions. There are common ones, such as eating turkey and a pumpkin pie, and there are family-specific ones. But all  of them are in a simple but so important word thanks. 

   All in a Word
   Aileen Fisher      
   T for time to be together, turkey, talk, and tangy weather. 

   H for harvest stored away, home, and health, and holiday. 

   A for autumn’s frosty art, and abundance in the heart. 

    N for neighbours, and November, nice things, new things to remember. 

    K for kitchen, kettles’ croon, kith and kin expected soon. 

    S for sizzles, sights, and sounds, and something special that abounds. 

That spells – THANKS – for joy in living and a jolly good Thanksgiving. 

As you see Thanksgiving Day is coming, so enjoy our story. 

P1:  The year has turned its circle, 

        The seasons come and go. 

        The harvest all is gathered in 

        And chilly north winds blow. 

 P2: Orchards have shared their treasures, 

        The fields, their yellow grain, 

         So open wide the doorway – 

         Thanksgiving comes again! 

2. Play “The First Thanksgiving” ( 10min)
Narrator. A long time ago in a country called England, there was a group of people who all went to the same church, they were called Puritans.  There was a king of England who thought everyone should go to his church.  He got mad when the pilgrims didn’t want to go to his church, he said: 
King. You go to my church or you go to jail!
Pilgrims. Ok, we’ll go to jail.
Narrator. Finally the king realized that the Pilgrims weren’t going to change their minds so, he said:

King. You can get out of jail, but you have to leave England.
Narrator. So the pilgrims set sail for America on a ship called  “ The Mayflower”. 

The trip to America was long and hard. There were storms and the ship was really crowded. 

When they got to America, it was winter and there was no food or houses. 

Pilgrim 1. Thank goodness we have finally landed in the New World.  Our boat ride from England was long and hard. 

Pilgrim 2. It is cold here. I am not used to so much snow in the winter. 

Pilgrim 3.  Neither am I.  Maybe there are other people around here who can help us. 
Narrator. There were some people who lived in America already. We called them Indians.  They saw the Pilgrims suffering and they decided to help them. 
Indian 1.Welcome to the New World.  I am Squanto. 

Indian 2. I am Massasoit.  I am chief of my tribe. 

Pilgrim 4. Welcome.  We are Pilgrims who have just come here from England.  We are cold and hungry and our food supply has run low. 

Indian 3. Do not worry.  We will show you how to catch fish in the streams. 

Indian 1. And we will show you how to plant corn, pumpkins, and beans. 

Pilgrim 1. You are very kind. And we will share some of our food with you. 
Indians all together. That is very good of you. 
Narrator. So, Indians showed pilgrims how to hunt and fish. They showed them how to grow corn and pumpkins. They helped them to build houses out of the trees there. 
When it was winter again, the Pilgrims had food and a place to live. 
They were so happy, they said: 
Pilgrim 2. We need to have a feast and celebrate.  We’ll invite our friends, the Indians.
Narrator. So they had a great feast that lasted for a whole week, they ate turkey, fish, deer, sweet potatoes, corn and pumpkin.  They played games. 
But the first thing they did was to say a prayer of Thanksgiving to God for giving them friends, food, houses and a place to live where they could go to any church they wanted. 
We still have Thanksgiving today.
3. Poems about Thanksgiving Day (2min)
Red are the apples, plenty of all, 

This is the harvest, this is the fall. 

God gives us beauty, God gives us food, 

God gives us all things, peaceful and good. 

Thank you, thank you let’s all sing, 

Thank you, thank you for everything. 

Thanks for the flowers, thanks for the trees,

Thanks for the sun that shines on me. 
Thank you, thank you let’s all sing, 

Thank you, thank you for everything. 

For health and strength and daily food

We give you thanks O’ Lord! 

4. Play “The Meal Must Go On” (10min)
(This skit takes place on Thanksgiving at the home of Grandma and Grandpa. There is a little arguing going on in the refrigerator, find out what happens....)

Scene 1
(It’s Thanksgiving morning at Grandma's and Grandpa's house. Preparations for the feast have gone on for days. Guests will be arriving soon.)

(Scene opens inside the fridge)
Narrator. It's early Thanksgiving morning. Grandma Josephine and Grandpa Joe are still asleep, and in the refrigerator the food is chatting.

Food. Hubbubing!
Cranberry Sauce. I can't wait for dinner!

Turkey. But, I'm the traditional main dish! So I must be the best, in fact, I am the best!

Mashed Potatoes. Thanksgiving just wouldn't be the same without me! Mashed potatoes are always everyone's favourite!

Stuffing. Turkey, you think you’re so important! But you're nothing without me, the tasty stuffing!

Turkey. Tasty stuffing?! Even the dog, Sparky, doesn't like you!

Pumpkin Pie. You all think you're so important! They always save the best and the sweetest for last!

Cranberry Sauce. You're not the only one who can taste sweet, you know.

Mashed Potatoes. You guys may be sweet, but I'm the favourite!

Stuffing. Quiet everyone! Someone's coming!!

Scene 2
(Grandma opens the fridge door)
Grandma. Joe? I must be getting old. I could of sworn I heard some rustling in here!

Grandpa. You must be getting old! Better start cooking! The guests will be arriving soon.

Grandma. What do you mean, me?! Don't you mean, we!

Scene 3
Narrator. Later that day, the guests are arriving.

Grandpa. Josephine, I heard the doorbell!

Grandma. Go and open the door then! Don't leave guests out in the cold!

(Guests enter the open door)
All. Happy Thanksgiving!

Scene 4
Mom.  Oh, it smells wonderful in here!

Dad.  I'm starving!

(Sparky enters)
Sparky. Woof! Woof!

Grandpa. Even Sparky came. Look!

Grandma. Come in and sit down, dinner's almost ready.

Megan.  Do you need any help in the kitchen, Grandma?

Rachel. I'll help, too!!!

Taylor. Are there any good football games on today?

Dad. We'll watch the games after dinner.

(Girls bring food to the table)
Scene 5
Narrator. Thanksgiving dinner is over, and it's time to compliment the cooking.

Taylor. That meal was great!

Sparky. Woof! Woof!
Rachel. Sparky thinks so too!

Grandma. Wasn't the turkey delicious!?

Grandpa. It's especially good with mashed potatoes!

Mom. The stuffing really goes well with the turkey!

Megan. The Cranberry Sauce ties it all together.

Dad. It just isn't Thanksgiving with out the pumpkin pie.

Scene 6
Narrator. The family went home and grandma and grandpa put the leftovers in the fridge.

Turkey. I guess I have to admit the dinner was pretty good because of all of us.

Stuffing.  We do go together pretty well.

Mashed Potatoes. I got a little cranberry sauce mixed into me and you did taste pretty good.

Cranberry Sauce. Why, Thank you! You didn't taste too bad yourself.

Pumpkin Pie. Well, it goes to show you, that if you cooperate you can really put something great together.
T.: Thanks a lot, boys and girls. There are so many things we can be thankful for. So, let’s thank for everything. 

5. Thanksgiving Day Tree ( 3min)
(Children are making a beautiful tree of hand printed leaves that shows what they are thankful for while the presentation “Thank You, God” is playing). 
Ps: Thank You, God for my freedom, that I wasn’t born a slave.

Thank You for my eyes, so I can see Your magnificent creations.
Thank You for my hearing.

Thank You for my sense of smell.

Thank You for my sense of touch. 

Thank you for my ability to imagine.

Thank You for the roof over my head. 

Thank You for my daily bread. 

Thank You for my hopes and dreams.

Thank You for what’s still beyond my reach.

My God, I really love You. Thank You for loving me. 
6. Song “What are you thankful for?” (3min)
 III. The end of the lesson
1. Home task (1min)

T.: So, the lesson is over. Open your daybooks and write down your home task. You have to make your own Thanksgiving Day Tree. 
2. Evaluation (1min)

3. Summing up (2 min)
T.: As you see, Thanksgiving is a special time to thank all people who have touched your life and I want to wish all of you. 

                      May your Thanksgiving 

                      Be blessed with the bounty of the season, 

                      Love of friends and family

                      And a harvest of smiles. 

                      Happy Thanksgiving!  
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