Applying Communicative Activity-Based Approach in Teaching English
Nowadays English language has got status of a global language due to globalization and general computerization. Modern English language teaching aims to lingual and social adaptation of students to contemporary life. A modern experienced professional should possess skills of expression of the thoughts in English, i. e. he should possess communicative competence which includes speech, language and cultural levels. 
So nowadays the main goal of teaching any foreign language is to teach students to communicate in the target language. Students should become communicatively competent, be able to use the language appropriately for a given social context, and manage the process of negotiating meaning (getting others to understand what you mean when you speak and understand what they mean when they speak). Teaching students how to use the language is considered to be at least as important as learning the language itself. That is why at the secondary schools teachers should pay much attention to the developing of communicative competence.
It is not easy to develop students’ communicative competence. Therefore the main teacher’s task is to create as many as possible real or imaginary situations using different methods (discussion, role-play, project work, computer technology, etc.) for students to merge in English communication. 
Tat’s why I have decided to work on the problem : “Applying Communicative Activity-Based Approach in Teaching English.” Activity-based teaching is focused on the idea that students should be engaged through actions. The purpose of activity-based teaching is to engage students directly, drawing them into a lesson so that they become participants of their own learning.
The main idea of my work is to develop learners’ language  skills, involve them in various activities which will make speaking, listening, reading and writing practice more effective and purposeful to make students successful communicators. According to the Communicative Approach speaking is emphasized as the main activity, then listening (as part of conversation), next reading, and last writing, but all skills are used from the beginning of foreign language learning. 
In my teaching practice I use different techniques to promote students spontaneous speech. Students use language in activities like games, problem-solving tasks, and role-plays. 
Games.
Using different types of games at English lessons is very important, as with the help of games students learn and remember the new material better, and it gives them an excellent opportunity to communicate with each other and develop their speaking and listening skills. There can be games of different types at English lessons, such as, games with the help of which we can review or learn the vocabulary. Students can work in groups, and it will help them to express their thoughts and feelings, or they can work in pairs and it will teach them to listen to the opinion of their partner. 
In primary school we quite often play guessing games “What is it?” or “What have I got in my Magic Box?” Children also enjoy games with balls, when they bounce or pass the ball to one another and call out a word or a sentence appropriate to the theme we have assigned. To make the process slower this can be done with a balloon too. 
At our lessons children like to play the game “Find the Pair” with flashcards.  For example, when learning animals, one card may have a picture of the animal and a related card will show its habits or food. I pass one card out to each student and ask students to find their matching card. I also ask students to prepare a short description of their cards and read it out. 
Games are included into the category of communicative activities because students of all ages enjoy them in real life. 
Interviews and Similar Activities.
To involve students inti this kind of activity I prepare a list of questions on a topic, and make students interview three or more other students. For example, they ask  each other about their favorite food for breakfast, lunch, dinner, dessert, parties and so on. Sometimes students simply talk, sometimes they record the answers. Surveys can have more complicated structure than interviews. For example, we make a questionnaire on how often students do certain activities, such as washing their hair or doing the washing. We include answers such as "every day," "twice a week" and so on. Students tick the appropriate boxes for each answer. It can be the activity of “Find someone who...” or “Find out”. 
Role-Play Activities.
One of the most effective ways of motivating the students’ speech activities is the use of role-playing games. Here, instead of solving a problem, the students take on pre-assigned roles and dramatize a problem as characters. The advantage of role- playing exercise is that it allows students to engage with issues on a more immediate and emotional level. Role plays also help students to overcome shyness, since it is sometimes easier for students to play an assigned role, rather than to defend their own individual ideas. Role-playing exercises also appeal to contemporary students who like to “learn by doing”. Role playing games can show elementary communicative acts (doing shopping, congratulations, acquaintance) and complex communicative act (choosing route in a traveling agency or railway station).
You can easily turn ordinary conversation practice into a mini role play. Ask students who are supposed to be on the phone to sit back to back so that they can’t see each other’s faces. Ask students who are having a conversation in a shop to stand up and exchange money, etc.
In my practice I use different kinds of role plays. During role playing games I often use such equipment as pictures, albums, books and magazines, dolls and toys, things of everyday life. 
e.g. a) When pupils learn to describe appearance I often use the  role play “Lost Friend”. 
Teacher: You are in London with your friend. Suddenly you see that your friend is no longer with you. He has lost his way. You come to a policeman and tell him about it. The policeman asks you to describe your friend. Do it for him. 
      b) Role play situation on the topic “School Things”.
Teacher: You have a brother (a sister, a younger friend). Your brother is 5 years old. He doesn’t go to school because he is too young. But he wants to go to school very much. He likes your schoolbag. There are so many interesting things in it. Please show him your schoolbag and tell him what things you have in it.       
Senior students are interested in mutual cooperation. It is useful to organize role playing games with a plot, imitation role plays.
e.g. Role play “ In the Library”
Teacher (to the “readers”): You are in the library. You want to take an interesting book and read it at home. Greet the librarian and ask him for the book. Thank him. Say good-bye.
Teacher (to the “librarians”): You are librarians. Greet your reader, ask him what book he wants, give the book to him and say good-bye.
To overcome the typical problem that students cannot transfer what they learn in the classroom to the outside world and to expose students to natural language in a variety of situations, I also use some authentic language materials such as newspaper articles, job application forms, and video materials. Video materials help to grab students’ attention; energize or relax students for learning exercises; foster creativity; stimulate the flow of ideas; set an appropriate mood; create memorable visual images. Junior students enjoy watching “The Adventures of Gogo” and “Magic English”. Senior students like episodes from series “This is Britain” or “Window on Britain”. They see and hear real English in real situations. You can easily download the video you need from the Internet. There is a wide range of video categories such as drama, action, romantic, comedy, documentary, TV shows, etc. that can be used in the classroom. My experience proves that using video in the classroom makes students more sociable and motivated in language learning. They obtain better knowledge of spoken English and the general level of their knowledge raises sufficiently.
While dealing with the video course I use “pre-viewing”, “while- viewing” and “post- viewing” activities. Pre- Viewing Activities: freeze framing and prediction. I freeze the picture when I want to teach words and expressions regarding mood and emotions, to ask questions about a particular scene, or to draw student’ attention to some points. While- Viewing Activities: active viewing and global comprehension. In order to help students get an overview of the content of the video presentation, I write key questions on the blackboard about the presentation and ask students to keep the questions in mind as they watch. After watching the video, students have to answer the questions orally. Sometimes for more detailed comprehension I let them watch the video presentation again, section by section, asking them to watch and listen to specific details or specific features of the language. Post-Viewing Activity: discussion. It is important that a video presentation should lead to follow-up activities as the basis for further extended oral practice. I encourage all students to participate in the discussion.
So watching video presentations for language learning purposes is an active process for students.
At our English lessons I often use such activities as jigsaw puzzles and scrambled letters/sentences. The students are given a passage or a text in which the sentences are in a scrambled order. They are told to unscramble the sentences and restore the story to its original order. This type of game teaches students about the cohesion and coherence properties of language. They learn how sentences are bound together in a paragraph. This will have profound implications in the development of their writing skills. Thus, such kind of game can be used for written passages. Students can also be asked to unscramble the lines of a mixed-up dialogue. Or they might be asked to put the picture strip story in order and write captions to accompany the pictures. Students find it enjoyable, funny and it seems for them that studying English language becomes easier.
Project work is characterized as one of the most effective methods of teaching and learning a foreign language through research and communication. The projects provide students with a motivating opportunity to practise their English in a meaningful context. Each project has a clear goal such as designing a poster about yourself, a cool outfit, a leaflet about the country, organising a fun class quiz etc.  Throughout Project Work students have extensive practice of the key skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking. Finally, projects encourage students to work in groups or pairs in order to create and develop something new and unique. 
To sum up, we have to use various methods and techniques to make our lessons more productive, informative, beneficial and exciting. 
They say a PERFECT teacher doesn't exist. However, I do my best to be the one and I am always in search of some new and more effective ways to use in class and motivate my students in learning.
