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The Best English Know-All
Objectives:
· to develop speaking and listening skills;

· to encourage critical and logical thinking, memory and creative writing;

· to enrich vocabulary;

· to motivate students for learning English.

Lesson type: a game lesson.

Procedure
1.Organization. Team Presentation.
Teacher: You have learned a lot about Great Britain and the USA. But some things are easily forgotten. So, let us play a game and brush up our knowledge of the two countries. Now please present your teams: name, captain and slogan for each team, please. 

2. Quick Wit
Teacher: Each of the teams will be given 3 minutes to answer as many questions as possible. So, good luck to you and may the best win.

The teacher reads questions for each team for 3 min.

1)         What is the Union Jack?  (The flag of the UK)

2)         Who was the first American President?  (G. Washington)

3)         The biggest clock in London is …  (Big Ben)

4)         Who lives at 10 Downing Street?  (the British Prime-Minister)

5)         Whom do you call a Yankee? (an American)

6)         The capital of Wales is… (Cardiff)

7)         How many states are there in the USA? (50)

8)          The population of GB is .. (> than 56 mln)

9)          The state where Hollywood is situated (Ca)

10) How many stars are there on the American flag?  (50)

11) What kind of tea do the English call “Russian tea”? (tea with lemon)

12) Which is the longest word in English? (smile, there’s a mile there)

13) When did the war of Independence begin? (1775)

14) The name of Shakespeare’s wife (A. Hathaway)

15) Where is the zero meridian in England? (Greenwich)

16) How do you call the flag of the US? (Stars and stripes)

17) The city attacked by terrorists on 11 Sept., 2001 (NY)

18) The official residence of the British Queen (Buckingham Palace)

19) The biggest port in the world  (NY)

20) GB is separated from the continent by … (the British Channel)

21) Who built St. Paul’s Cathedral? (Sir Ch. Wren)

22) Who are the Native Americans? (Indians)

23) What country gave the Statue of Liberty to the American people? (France)

24) Where was G. Washington born? (Virginia)

25) The birds that are symbols of  the Tower (ravens)

26) How many ministers work in the British government? (20)

27) The coldest state in the USA (Alaska)

28) Business center of London (The City)

29) Who has been elected US President? (Obama)

30) In what part of London is St. Paul’s Cathedral situated? (the City)

3. Brainstorm
Teacher: Now you can test your creative and poetic skills. I’d ask you to use your poetic abilities while writing a poem with these words (pupils get cards with the words). Each word used in a poem brings you 1 point. You have 4 minutes to do this task.

“Use these words in your poems: London, city, pretty, never, bridge, dare, square, joy, employ, bring, spring”.

Examples of poems made by the students:

London is a pretty city, 

Full of joy,

Its squares and bridges 

Anyone will enjoy!

London is so nice in spring,

When joy its parks and squares bring,

We’ll never see another city 

That is always very pretty!

4.Music Expert 
Teacher: I’d like each team to score some additional points. You know that music is the most popular part of any culture. Let us see how well you can navigate in the vast ocean of modern English and American music. If you know the song or the singer, raise your hand. (You get two points for the song, and 2 -for the singer).

Pupils listen to recordings trying to guess the song or the singer (see folder Music Expert). 
(Answers:

Jason Donovan_Sealed with a kiss.mp3

How Much Is The Fish_Scooter.mp3

britney_spears_-_womanizer.mp3

WHAM-last_christmas-ministry.mp3

jennifer_lopez_get_right.mp3

VAYA CON DIOS - NAH NEH NAH.mp3

Bon Jovi-It's My Life.mp3

Enrike Iglesias_Insatiable.mp3

Rod Stewart - Have You Ever Seen.mp3

STATUS QUO - You Are In The Army Now.MP3)
5. Pantomime (Crocodile)
Teacher: Now imagine such a situation: you are on a visit in some English or American city. You got lost but you know the place where your friends are waiting for you. The problem is: you don’t speak English at all.

Please, show to the taxi driver the place he must take you to. (The teams choose those who will do the pantomime; the said pupils get cards with names of the objects). 
Teacher: Every correct guess brings you 4 points.

Pantomime tasks:

The Tower of London
Tower Bridge

The Pencil (monument to George Washington)

Doubledecker

Pentagon

Niagara Falls

Stratford-upon-Avon

6. Cultural identification. Each of you will have a list of places, names and facts. Please, identify those places and names: which ones belong to the US culture, and which ones - to the British one. Be careful: there may be tricky questions.

Identify the Country:

Speaker’s  Corner  - GB              the Capital - US
Leonardo di Caprio - US             Princess Diana - GB
The Golden Gate Bridge-US        Silicon Valley  - US
Eifel Tower                                 the Colosseum 
The Clyde             GB                 the Potomac  US
Anna Hathaway     GB                Bill Gates   US
St. Patrick’s Day     GB              Mike Tyson    US
The Beatles           GB                 the Pencil    US
The Appalachians                      the Pennines    GB
Big Apple                                  thistle   GB
War of Roses      GB                  Independence War   US

You will also be shown some pictures on the screen, so try to guess who or what you see in the picture. Every guess brings you 2 points:
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(the Buckingham Palace)
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(the Beatles)
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 (Tower Bridge)
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(Queen Elizabeth II)
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(Barack Obama)
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(Bill Gates)
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(the Capitol)
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(Princess Diana)
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(the Washington Monument)

Answers: the Buckingham Palace, the Beatles, Tower Bridge, Queen Elizabeth, Barak Obama, Bill Gates, the Capitol, Princess Diana, the Pencil.

7. Pentagon
Teacher: Now let’s play a game called “Pentagon”. What is a pentagon? In this game you’ll hear 5 prompts. After each prompt you’ll have a chance to answer. If you answer after the first one, you’ll get 5 points, after the second – four pts. and so on. Let us start.

A. 1) Her real name was Marie Grosholz.

     2) During French revolution she was imprisoned and shared a cell with Josephine, who later became Napoleon’s wife.

     3) Her mother worked for a doctor who modelled anatomical figures in wax.

     4) Doctor Curtis showed to her the techniques of wax portraiture.

     5) Marie married a French engineer Francois Tussaud.   

                                                                        ( Madam Tussaud )

8. Captains’ Duel
Teacher: I will read you three variants, from which the captains should choose the correct one. Ready? Go!
1. There is a famous clock in London called:

a) Big Ben; b) Big Clock; c) City Clock.

2. London’s underground is called:

a) Subway; b) Tube; c) Underground.

3. Piccadilly Circus in London is:

a) a square; b) a park; c) a street.

4. In Regent’s Park there is the biggest … in the world.

a) metro;

b) clock;

c) zoo.

5. The Tower of London is a … now.

a) museum;

b) gallery;

c) church.

6. There is … in the centre of London.

a) Piccadilly Circus;

b) Trafalgar Square;

c) Regent’s Park.

7. There are  …. streets in London.

a) six;

b) one million;

c) ten thousand.

8. They change the Guard at:

a) the National Gallery;

b) Buckingham Palace;

c) Big Ben.

9. The Queen lives in:

a) the Tower of London;

b) the Buckingham Palace;

c) Westminster Abbey.

10. In the centre of Trafalgar Square there is:

a)
a monument to Shakespeare;

b)
the Nelson Column;

c)
Big Ben.

11. Buses in London are: 

a) black; 
b) red;
c) blue.

12. When you cross the street in London you should first look:

a) right; b) left; c) straight.

9. Summing-Up.  

Teacher: Thank you very much for taking part in the game. I hope you’ve enjoyed it and acquired some knowledge about GB & the USA.
